EDUCATIONAL BRIEF FOR WESTERN CAPE FACILITY

The Weipa Campus is the Hub campus for the Western Cape College.

As the Hub for the other Campuses in Aurukun, Napranum and Mapoon it leads and delivers an educational program.

0 – 4     (STAGE 1) Parenting to compulsory schooling

5 – 8     (STAGE 2) Years P – 3 Junior Schooling

9 – 11   (STAGE 3) Years 4 – 6 Middle Schooling

12 – 14 (STAGE 3) Years 7 – 9 Middle Schooling

15 – 17 (STAGE 4) Years 10 – 12 Senior Schooling

17 +      (STAGE 4) VOC Ed & Training, Tertiary Programs.

Weipa provides the co-ordination for the entire College.  In traditional terms this would be referred to as a Pre- School to Year 12 School plus a TAFE College plus a Special Education Centre.

The Smart State, ETRF, EQ2010, Partners for Success agendas are drivers for this delivery, however additional demand for reform results fro the Meeting Challenges Making Choices and Cape York Partnerships agendas.

Critical Partnerships exist with shared accountabilities with – 

· Weipa Town Office to maximise and access facilities

· Queensland Health

· Department of Families

· T.N.Q TAFE (D.E.T)

Community expectation is that Western Cape College will deliver seamlessly, across agencies to address educational needs from conception to employment. Concerns exist that Special Education and  social and substance issues that impact upon school readiness are not addressed.

The Western Cape Co-existence Agreement formalises the critical relationship with Comalco to address educational outcomes and employment of indigenous students of the Western Cape.

Educational Issues for Stages.

Stage 1: Learning Readiness

Currently a range of agencies and governance strategies provide an unco-ordinated service.  Focus and co-ordination is necessary for improved outcomes, Creche & Kindergarten and Department of Families are pivotal. The Association of Montessori Internationale is also offering expertise.

Stage 2: Junior Schooling

The Curriculum organiser is Cape Curriculum with improved links to learning readiness needed.  The links to middle schooling are to be maintained.

Stage 3: Middle Schooling

Linkage to junior schooling and senior schooling is critical.  Cape Curriculum is the Curriculum organiser.  Maintaining engagement of students in learning, with appropriate attendance and behaviour is important.

Stage 4: Senior Schooling

Western Cape College is committed to proceeding, both academic and vocational programs.  

Academic programs demand specialist facilities, as do vocational programs.

The partnership with TNQ TAFE to be a training provider to the Western Cape Training Hub is critical.

Student Support Services

Very limited appropriate facilities exist to address this legislated demand despite increasing ascertained students for Weipa or outlaying centres.

Training

Western Cape College is the training provider for the Western Cape Region  however no traditional TAFE facilities exist.

Library Resource

The community has committed to a combined College / Community  library resource centre but none exists.

NAPRANUM

The Napranum Yr 1 – 6 Campus is 15KM away.  Many parents chose to send their students from the aboriginal community to Weipa.  This campus will provide a learning environment from birth to year 3. (0 – 8 years old)

Hostel

There is a potential demand for a 150-bed hostel in Weipa.  

Stage one will provide a 30-bed hostel.

The development of this hostel with a partnership with Aboriginal Hostels and the Western Cape Multipurpose Facility will grow in significance.

Administration

Administration of the College will be from Weipa.  Identification that administration is for the whole college and four campuses is important.

